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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
it with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
Broup discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
rémains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
1 ‘by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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)BERT M. HUTCHINS: . . . UNRECONSTRUCTED DEMOCRAT 


i receiving the Sidney Hillman Award for Meritorious Pub- 
ice, Robert M. Hutchins, President of the Fund for the 
ble, earlier this year, told of some recent shocks to his 


Another shock came to Hutchins at the conference on the 
Island of Rhodes on Representative Government and Public 
Liberties in the New States, from 


hood faith in democracy. 
The faith in which I was brought up was as simple and con- 
mnt as the environment. Democracy was the answer to every thing, 
duding the ills of democracy. These ills would be cured by more 
mocracy. The ideal toward which we were moving was the civili- 
gion of the dialogue, where everybody talked with everybody else 
nut everything, where nobody tried to get his way by force or 
wid, where everybody was content to abide by. the decision of the 
gjority as long as the dialogue could continue. Democracy meant 
Tpaividual, and self-government meant primarily participation by 
dividual, at least through the selection of his representatives, in 
sions affecting his life and happiness. Since decisions affecting 


the relief with which members from the new states welcomed mil- 
itary dictatorships in their countries and with which Frenchmen pre- 
sent welcomed de Gaulle—a measure of the current disenchantment 
with democracy, These men saw no way of adjusting democratic insti- 
tutions to contemporary realities. What they hope for is a period of 
order in which the most acute problems, like Algeria in France and 
corruption in Siam, may be solved; after which they may, or may not, © 
try government by the people again. . . . I came away from Rhodes 
with foreboding we might be at the beginning of something new in 
the last hundred years—a world-wide anti-democratic trend that had 
little or nothing to do with the intimidations or seductions of the 
Kremlin. (It was significant by the way that in eight days of discus- 


sion no member from any new state said a word about communism 
or Russia.) This anti-democratic trend would reverse the aspirations 
of all men of good will at least since 1848 for government by the 
people. 


ife and happiness were taken not merely by his government, but 
2 by many other institutions, corporations, trade unions, and _polit- 
1 parties, for example, the thing to do was to democratize them, 
well as the government. 
'In this view the great crime is to try to prevent other people 
nm speaking up, or to say there are certain things you won’t talk 
or certain people you won’t talk to, either at home or abroad. 
s view education and communication are of prime importance, 
e if you can’t hear what the others are saying, or can’t under- 
, or if they can’t hear or understand you, there can’t be any 
and democracy becomes meaningless. 
democratic faith is faith in man, faith in every man, faith 
if they are well enough educated and informed, can solve: 
‘oblems raised by. their own aggregation. 
faith in democracy of Robt. Hutchins has, he reports, 
$0 » recent rebuffs: from associates in his Fund’s trade - 
project who disliked ‘his democratization-of-unions panacea 
found some of the most democratic unions most ab- 
and from others on the Fund’s common defense project 
ected his proposal that we __ Subject foreign policy to 
: control, and who told-him: 
t in addition to being impossible this was unconstitutional . . . 
mi. think of the policies followed by the President 
tary of State, and however I might dislike being blown 
c: ‘as-a result of these policies, the Founding Fathers 
be ‘in precisely this position . . . there was no way, | 
ous secuacal prone af modern warfare and 


But Mr. Hutchins is. still for democracy. He urges we de- 
fend and expand it, both by strengthening our education in — 
the sense not simply of mechanical manipulation of objects 


but of understanding our world and history—and also by “in-  — 
stitutional remodeling the like of which has not been seen 


since the Founding Fathers.” If through truer education, 


we can be equipped for the dialogue and invent the means by which | 
the bureaucracy can hear it and be made responsive to it, we ‘shall 
have come a long way from where we are now in relation, ‘for example, 
to the State Dept. and the Atomic Energy Commission. Then polit-_ 
ical participation would mean not only what it too often means ex 
clusively now, the ballot, but also participation in the dialogue abo 
the ends and means of the political society. We would be a 
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COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES: 
A FIRST AMENDMENT CHALLENGE 


United States of America vs. Frank Wilkinson: 
Criminal Action 21756 
At hearings in Atlanta, Georgia, July 30, 1958, Frank Wilk- 
inson told the House Committee: 

“As a matter of conscience and personal responsibility, I refuse 
to answer any questions of this committee. 

“1 challenge, in the most fundamental sense, the legality of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities. It is my opinion that 
this committee stands in direct violation by its mandate and by~ its 
practices, of the first amendment to the United States Constitution. 
It is my belief that Congress had no authority to establish this com- 
mittee in the first instance, nor to instruct it with the mandate which 


it has. 
“T have the utmost respect for the broad powers which the Con- 


gress of the United States must have to carry on its investigations for 
legislative purposes. However, the United States Supreme Court has 
held that, broad as these powers may be, the Congress cannot investi- 
gate into an area where it cannot legislate, and this committee tends, 
by its mandate and by its practices, to investigate into precisely 
those areas of free speech, religion, peaceful association, and assem- 
bly, and the press, wherein it cannot legislate and therefore it can- 


not investigate. 
“T am, therefore, refusing to answer any questions of this com- 


mittee.” ; 


Congressional Record, Aug. 13, 1958. 


CHRONOLOGY 


July 22, 1958-Subpoena issued in Washington, D. C. 
July 23, 1958—Subpoena served on arrival in Atlanta, Georgia. 
July 30, 1958—Hearings held in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Aug. 8, 1958—Contempt of Congress Citation recommended by 
House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
Aug. 13, 1958—Contempt of Congress Citation voted by House 
of Representatives. — - 
Dec. 2, 1958—Indictment voted by Federal Grand Jury, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
Dec. 8, 1958—Arrested on Federal Grand Jury Indictment, Tren- 
ton, New Jersey. 
Jam. 12, 1959—Arraignment scheduled in Atlanta, Georgia. 
_ Jan. 20-21, 1959—Trial in Atlanta, Georgia (jury rendered ver- 
oe dict of guilty). . 
_ Jan. 23, 1959—U. S. Dictrict Judge Boyd Sloan sentenced Frank 
_. Wilkinson to 12 months in jail. 
_ Statement by Frank Wilkinson Before the Sentence of the 
= Court Was Imposed, January 23, 1959 


of principle here that guides me, but it is based upon some 
very real experiences that I have personally had. I spent the 
st 14 years of my life trying to rid my city of Los Angeles 
f lums, and had all of my efforts, in effect, destroyed because 
my failure to answer a question of this kind from a similar 


in civil liberties, I have witnessed, and known hundreds 
rsons subpoenaed before this Committee and have seen in 
real sense the damage that is done to lives and reputa- 
nd professions—and to our country, as I see it. 

this sense, not only just the subpoenaed people;—but 


e caused greater fear in our country, that cause peo- 


like 


ng 


“I would like you also to know that it is not just a matter _ 


jommittee in California. And subsequent to that, in my — 


hat these violations, as I see them, of the First Amend- 


never called before it to not exercise their free-_ 


Committee, that I am exercising the Freedom of the 
Amendment. And, without this exercise, I fear that 
Freedoms may not last.” 


A motion for a new trial was filed, but denied. The case 
being appealed to a higher court, and may be taken to the Uy 
Supreme Court. 

The National Office of the American Civil Liberties od 
is providing legal representation in this test of the Cons 


tionality of the Mandate of the House Committee on Un-A 
ican. Activities. 4 
a 


PRELIMINARY PROGRAM—MFSA : 
ANNUAL MEETING, 1959, ST. LOUIS 4 


Friday, May 29—Downtown YMCA, Locust Street at 16th. 
10:00 a. m.—Registration. q 
10:30 a. m.—Devotions, Rev. Carl Bergsten, Union Methor 

Church. 

11:00 a. m.—Annual report, Loyd F. Worley. Discussion. 
11:30 a. m.—Annual report, Edward L. Peet. * 
Annual report, Mark A. Chamberlin. Discussio 
12:30—Lunch. ——— ae 
2:00 p. m.—Address, “Roll Call for Radicals.” Dr. O. W: It 
Wagner, executive director Metropolitan Chure 

Federation of Greater St. Louis. Discussion. ~ 

4:30 p. m.—Address, “An Integrated Local Church.” 1 
Allen Hackett, pastor Pilgrim Congregation, 

Church. 

6:00 p. m.—Dinner. 4 
7:30 p. m.—Panel, “Bomb-Testing and the Peace.” Arrange 
by Mrs. Frank Wright. P 

Saturday, May 30 
8:30 a. m.—Devotions, Rev. Fred Ball, Chicago. r, 
9:00 a. m.—Address, “Looking Backward and Forward.” R 

Jack McMichael, editor, “Social Questions Bul 
tin.” Discussion. <i 
10:30 a. m.—Address, “Mutual Problems of the Church 2 


Organized Labor.” Mr. Ted Hawks, director | 
gion 5, United Automobile Workers of Amer 


Discussion. ; 3 


12:30—Lunch. ; . a 
2:00 p. m.—Address, “Russia As I Saw It.” Rev. Donald 
Everhart, pastor Arlington Methodist Church, 

_ 7:80 p. m.—Address, “Our Experience In Housing.” Mr. : 
Mass" Braden, field, secretary, Southern Conference 
cational Fund, Inc., co-author, “The Wall ] 


« 


> 


Rei SE a tweet SSP ge ie eae 
Sunday, May 31 Nie arr: ares ey 
9:00 a. m.—Committee meeting. ee 


11:00 a.m.—Worship with St. Louis churches, a 
2:30 p. m.—At St, John’s Methodist Church. 


TER TO SOME CALIFORNIA- 
VADA METHODISTS 


: Brother Minister: March 31, 1959. 
Methodist 


The undersigned officers and members of the 
Conference 


pration for Social Action (California-Nevada 


bership folder to your careful attention. 
since 1907, the Federation has pioneered in the application 
ne Gospel to contemporary society. The late Bishop Francis 
deConnell said: 

“The. Federation has always been under attack-and usually 
ym those elements that stand in the way of the realization 
the good society. : 
Nevertheless the MFSA continues to this day and is the 
st Christian organization of its kind—unofficial, indépendent 
prophetic. Among its members laity and clerical are four 
ops of the church. 
Here in our own Califormia-Nevada Conference are 150 
jibers—lay and clerical. At least three times a year we hold 
ywship retreats and meetings of a most stimulating char- 
‘r, for which we covet your patronage. 
Since some of the younger ministers to whom this letter is 
cessed shared in the recent Social Concern Seminar at White 
bhur Springs, we felt that this would be an opportune time 
ell you of MFSA. 
The Social Questions Bulletin—published monthly—can be 
on a trial basis for $1.00 a year through a special offer. 
* we express the hope that you will fill out the application 
the brochure and send to Gresham, Oregon? Do not miss our 
- bulletin. Full membership is $5.00-a year. 


Fraternally yours, 


Rey. Wendell Kramer, President The Rev. Don Chase 
Paul Hubbard, Vice President The Rev. Gene Carter 
. Ruth Warner, Sec.-Treas. The Rev. Charles Lord 


The Rev. Robert Panzer 


Rev. Howard Busching 
2 . The Rev. Dillon. Throckmorton. 


Bsc of letter to some wekatly concerned South Central 
hodists, March 25, 1959. 


r Friend: 
Your concern in Christian Social Relations prompts us to © 
e you regarding the Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
ed in 1907 by men then active leaders in the Methodist 
al Church. 
was this Fellowship which h pioneered the Social Creed of 
hurches. Its goal through the years has been to “promote 
action in the spirit of Jesus.” It is today probably the 
fellowship of its kind in the world. For years, it was 
dy delegated by the General Conference to study and pre- 
the social problems of the day to our churches. It was 
as result of the effective work of the Federation that — 
ommission on Social and Economic Relations 4 our Des 
urch was established. 
scause we believe MFSA can be a real help i in eaves oping 
vidual and group interest at the Annual Conference and 


icial Commission on Social and Economic Relations— _ 
u we believe that as you face the problems of our 
today, yer will find in the Social Ques- : 
attemp' itie: mind of the Master — 
ial v human: concern in a 


‘ter) commend the enclosed Social Questions. Bulletin, and - 


a saree cele in a. this | alfonso. a 


church level and in furthering the splendid work of | 


see what some national leaders of our church are saying about 
the MFSA; fill out the application slip and MAIL NOW in the 
enclosed business reply envelope. 

Hoping we may have the pleasure and privilege of having 
you as a member of our Federation or as a subscriber to the 


Bulletin, we are 
Cordially yours, 
LOYD F. WORLEY, JESSE M. MALL, 
Hartford, Connecticut. Hoisington, Kansas. 
MARK A. CHAMBERLIN, 


Gresham, Oregon. 


“TOGETHER” ADVERTISING DEPT. 


QUAKES BEFORE MFSA AD 


Are Free Speech and Fair Play too Much for 
“VOICE” of Methodism? 


The Rev. Loyd F. Worley 
The First Methodist Church 
Hartford 5, Connecticut. 


Dear Dr. Worley: 

As in previous years, we are obliged to refuse the copy you 
sent for a classified advertisement in the June issue of Together. 
We are also returning herewith your check in the amount of 
$10.50. 

As previously stated our decision is based upon the resolu- 
tion of the General Conference of 1952, and to date this de- 
cision has not been revised. 

Cordially yours, 
TOGETHER 
John H. Fisher, Advertising Manager. 


April 14, 1959. 


Mr. John H. Fisher, April 16, 1959. 
Advertising Manager, “Together,” 
740 North Rush Street, eS 
Chicago 11, Ilinois. =f ? 
Dear Mr. Fisher: 2 ; P 

I have received yours of the 14th returning my check for- 
a classified “ad” which did not use the word “Methodist.” 

The resolution of 1952 made no mention of advertising. It 
‘was not even mentioned in the sub-committee which ee a 
the resolution. 

It is difficult for me to think of any other attitude than 
that of vindictiveness and» I am sure The ah Church 
as a whole does not share that attitude. Ns 

I have tried quietly and with every effort of reasonable { 
suasiveness to get fair treatment on this issue without succe; 

Evidently my only recourse is by conference action requ 
ing a decision of the Judicial Council or by memorials to 
General Conference. I regret the 2s BOCES effi re 


aes ue truly yours, 


~ 


Memorial to 1960 General Ginbocenes = 


- Title: Board of Publication and the vunoffi 11 
- eration for Social Action. ; 


of 1952 made no mention of advertising nor gave any mandate 
to the Board of Publication in any respect save office space in 
the headquarters building, but that NEVERTHELESS, the Board 
of Publication has on two occasions refused to accept paid: ad- 
vertising announcing meetings of the Federation citing as au- 
thority the resolution of 1952, 


Therefore, Be It Resolved that the General Conference of 
1960 respectfully be requested to direct the Board of Publication 
to accept paid advertising of the Federation on the same terms 
as other organizations, societies, etc. 


The above memorial is being offered to the Committee on 
Memorials of the New York East Annual Conference for presen- 
tation and action by the conference, by, Loyd F. Worley. We 
urge you and your Annual Conference to adopt the same or 
similar memorial. 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


In late March and early April headlines were calling atten- 
tion to the fact that our government had been withholding in- 
formation needed by our citizens if they are to act intelligently, 
and in time enough, to save themselves and their descendants 
from death and multilation by nuclear weapons. The news 
stories indicated the government was worried by the prospect 
of another fallout controversy. They did not mention any con- 
‘cern about the destruction of the democratic process through 
prevention of the formation and expression of the will of the 
people. =38 
af This. situation arose when Senator Anderson, chairman of 
the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy, put 
into the record a Defense Department report tliat had been 
__ kept secret for months. According to the New York Times the 
_ Senator charged that the Department and the Atomic Energy 
Commission had attempted to prevent the publication of the 
report. Senator Humphrey, chairman of the Senate Disarmament 
sub-committee, told the Senate a “good deal of information 
is being held back because it casts doubt on some of the earlier 
oS of Government officials on the danger of weapon 
tests. : ; ; 


apon. tests is much faster than previously believed. Conse- 
_ Dr. Linus Pauling, Nobel prize scientist, declared: 
here is cause for great concern. If fallout of strontium 90 is 
ve times as fast as I and others anticipated, that means five 


ccumulates on the ground and then through 


eposited in the human body where it is 


i 


show a sharp increase of strontium 90 in food across 


The report showed that the rate of fallout from nuclear 


1¢ oe sas damage is done.” The damage is that the 
milk 


sukemia-cancer of the blood. Several independent — 


better 


The Louisville Courier Journal said editorially: 
“We issued no shipping warnings, in spite of the earlier atom 
tragedy of the Fortunate Dragon. (Japanese fishing vessel spra 
with radiation from one of our tests.) We asked nobody’s perm 

to blanket the whole earth with radiation and its resultant fall 
(Not even our collaborators in the International Geophysical 
The reaction to these events in Washington was prop 
for a long range program. The chairman of the Atomic Ene 
Commission announced that a government-wide review of 
fallout problem had been ordered. The National Advisory Co: 
mitteesen Radiation recommended that ultimate authority to pr 
tect the public from radiation be transferred from the Aton 
Energy Commission to the U. S. Public Health Service. It a 
urged a comprehensive program of control of radiation from | 
sources; uniform national standards of radiation protection; 
thorough research program. 4 
Senator Humphrey pointed to the basic need. He wa 
that the rising level of fallout “means that efforts: to halt x 
clear weapons testing must continue to be pursued vigorously 
This means in the current Geneva Conference for that purpo 
In our last issue, Dr. Linus Pauling told us why he thiml 
that this Conference is the “most important thing in the wi 
today.” ae 
Before the situation under discussion arose, some of 
atomic officials) who do not want tests ended have not 0 
tried to keep needed knowledge from the public but have 2 
misled it concerning the facts. After the usual sparring to _ 
gin with the Geneva Conference was making’ progress. 17 
first two: articles of a treaty providing for the ending of 
with controls and inspection to go into operation simultane 
were agreed to in general. E 
Then a new point arose. The conference was bound b , 
mandate to base its findings for control and inspection on t 
decisions of the last summer Geneva meeting of internatior 
scientists. Some of our scientists who do not want tests to € 
announced that new data which increased the difficulty of 
criminating between earthquakes and underground atomic 
plosions invalidated the scientists’ findings on this point. ¢ 
delegation was instructed to demand discussion of this dé 
The Russians refused on the ground that it was an ur 
essary diversion from the main business. Moscow issued 
ment asserting that if work was to be held up by point 
by experts who do not want to ban tests agreement would 
be reached. It further declared that the new data 


» rather than weakened the Geneva scientists’ decision < 7 


‘in any event, improvements would naturally come 
Ing out of any system. It concluded that this 

its fears that the United States and Great Brit 
ent to end tests and were looking 


committee brought out the 

by instruments of less power tl I cor 
scientists at Geneva Conference. The head of ot 
on this subject admitted that | 


